Pathophysiology and treatment of circulatory shock.
Circulatory shock is a syndrome characterized by imbalance between oxygen supply and demand. Myriad different mediators are responsible for the systemic manifestations of shock. The therapeutic approach requires initial interventions directed at increasing oxygen delivery followed by definitive therapy for the causative process. Areas of ongoing research involve mediated-directed therapy, reperfusion injury, and immunologic interventions directed at reducing infectious complications in the survivors of circulatory shock.